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in itself is most beautifully placed, and does credit to the taste of
a small body of settlers who came out in the earliest days of the
Colony under the charge of some Wesleyan Missionaries; and
from the convenience of its position it has now become the cen-
tre of considerable enterprise. Within ten miles of Verulam
are gome of the finest sugar estates in Natal, and some who have
travelled in other sugar producing countries maintain that to the
eye, cane inferior to none in the world is to be seen there.

Verulam is generally made the first halting place on the trip
from DJ Urban to the Zulu country. The village is built on an
eminence overlooking the river,, at the point where is now the
main drift, and on the direct high road. It is at the present day
provided with a small but neat hotel, which has become a gene-
ral meeting place for traders coming in or going out of the
Zulu country. At the time when Mr. Baldwin made his second
trip no such convenience existed as this accommodation house
affords. "We doubt whether the strict inhabitants would in those
days have tolerated the institution. We know some of the good
people of the village would have been horrified at the bare men-
tion of such an establishment, for at that time the loose system of
conducting the few road side houses that existed had gained for
them an unenviable notoriety. Indeed strange and improbable
as it will appear to any who have not known a small colony in
its primitive days, we 'may mention that it was by BO means
uncommon some years ago for the traveller to enter a roadside
house and finding only a kaffir in charge receive in reply to
the question ( Oopie $0$$* (where's your master) a piece of paper
requesting the visitor to supply himself with the desired refresh-
ment from a certain cupboard and to give the Kaffir the pay-
ment. Of course all such customs have long since been changed,
but those were days when every European was so well known
even to the Kaffirs that his nickname, or more properly descrip-
tive name applied to him by the natives, would inform the re-
turning landlord who had called in his absence. The Kaffirs
are very happy in their selection of names, always seizing upon
the most distinctive characteristic in a person's appearance or
manner as the basis* For instance, two friends of the writers
would be known by the Kaffirs in all directions, the one very
tall and thin, but particularly upright, obtaining a title which
as the Zulu words might be translated is c as the smoke goes out
of the hut when there is no wind ? the other whose combined
shortness and corpulence rendered his appearance almost grotes-
que, passed under the name of ' Pumpkin^ Mr, Baldwin did
not stop in Verulam, but tells us he proceeded to a friend's on the
^cotton lands a few miless further,